
Dr. Fiona Walton has dedicated her career to the advancement of Aboriginal 
education in Canada. She spent 17 years working in education in the Northwest 
Territories and Nunavut, addressing the challenges and leveraging the 
opportunities of establishing a school system designed to reflect the culture and 
linguistic strengths of Inuit in Nunavut. Dr. Walton’s doctorate focused on the 
development and implementation of northern initiatives for educational 
leadership and holistic professional development. From this foundation she 
collaboratively designed extensive research and education programs aimed at 
nurturing resilience and life-long learning in pre-service and practicing teachers, 
educational leaders, graduate students, researchers, and school communities.

On Friday, August 26, 2016 we invite you to participate in a symposium 
honouring the career of Dr. Fiona Walton.  

Aboriginal Education: Truth & Reconciliation
The symposium will feature presentations from key researchers and graduate 
students in the field of Aboriginal education. Participants include academics, 
teachers, public servants, and the general public.

~ Symposium Registration Information is located on the last page ~
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Friday, August 26, 2016

8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Symposium 
    to honour

D r.  F i o n a  W a l t o n

Travel Scholarships
We are currently soliciting travel scholarship funds for UPEI 
graduate students in Nunavut to assist with their travel costs. 
Please contact Dr. Miller (tmiller@upei.ca) if you would 
like to donate. Information on scholarships will follow.

mailto:tmiller@upei.ca
mailto:tmiller@upei.ca


Program
8:00 - 8:30 Registration
8:30 - 9:30 Smudging Ceremony lead by Noel Milliea, Mi’kmaq Elder

Lighting the Qulliq 
Greetings from the Mi’kmaq Confederacy of PEI
        Chief Brian Francis, Abegweit First Nation
        Chief Matilda Ramjattan, Lennox Island First Nation
        President and Chief Lisa Cooper, Native Council of PEI
Greetings from the Province
Greetings from the University, 
        Dr. Christian Lacroix, VPA
        Dr. Ron MacDonald, Dean, Faculty of Education

9:30 - 10:15 Keynote Address ~ Dr. Jim Cummins, University of Toronto
Hunger for Learning, Passion for Equity: The Inspirational and  
Evidence-Based Work of Fiona Walton in the Nunavut Educational 
Decolonization Project  

                                                                                                                    

10:15 - 10:30 Tea & Technology Break

10:30 - 10:55 A1 Cathy McGregor & Dr. Heather McGregor
Leading Indigenous Educational Change Towards Cultural 

          and Foundations
11:00 - 11:25 A2 Naullaq Arnaquq, Assistant Deputy Minister, 

    Department of Culture and Heritage
Uqausituqaq - ancient language: Informing language policy

         or
10:30 - 11:25 B Charlene Bearhead, National Centre for Truth & 

          Reconciliation
From Truth to Reconciliation: Part I

12:00 - 12:30 Transfer to Lunch Venue
12:30 - 1:15 Lunch & Photo Tribute by Graduate Students
1:15 - 1:45 Walk & Talk
1:45 - 2:10 C1 Dr. Frédéric Laugrand, Université Laval
                          Inuit transfer of knowledge in the past, today and in the 
       and future
2:15 - 2:40 C2 Dr. Thierry Rodon, Université Laval

Is it time for an Inuit Nunangat University? Inuit students,
        or                    educators, and policy-makers perspectives

1:45 - 2:40 D Charlene Bearhead, NCTR
From Truth to Reconciliation: Part II

2:45 - 3:00 Technology Break

3:00 - 3:25 Dr. Joannne Tompkins, St Francis Xavier University
Personal Journey in Nunavut 

3:30 - 4:00 Dr. Fiona Walton, University of Prince Edward Island
Reflections & Insights  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62 The Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission 
calls upon the federal and 
provincial governments in 
collaboration with educators 
to provide the funding to 
post-secondary institutions to 
educate teachers on how to 
integrate indigenous 
knowledge and teaching 
methods into classrooms.



Abstracts
Hunger for Learning, Passion for Equity: The Inspirational and 
Evidence-Based Work of Fiona Walton in the Nunavut Educational 
Decolonization Project
This presentation will examine the linkages between Dr. Fiona Walton’s 
professional and academic work that was designed to create a culturally and 
linguistically responsive school system serving Inuit students and the research 
that has emerged over the past 30 years on reversing patterns of 
underachievement among students whose communities have been socially 
marginalized for generations. From the time of my first contact with Fiona in 
1987, she was always crystal clear that educational change involved a process of 
decolonization—a reversal of coercive power relations experienced by Inuit and 
other indigenous communities around the world. Pursuit of this goal with Inuit 
and Qallunaat colleagues involved the creation of new curricular materials (e.g., 
200+ Inuktitut books for early literacy instruction), implementation of a bilingual 
education program, the Piniaqtavut Integrated curriculum framework that built 
on the cultural and linguistic strengths of Inuit, the development of a Masters of 
Education program for Nunavut teachers offered through UPEI, and many other 
initiatives. These initiatives are all grounded in research evidence regarding: (a) 
the importance of students’ home language (L1) as a foundation for academic 
development in L2, (b) the central role of literacy engagement in overall 
academic achievement, (c) the necessity to connect instruction to students’ lives, 
and (d) the role of identity negotiation between educators and students both in 
challenging coercive relations of power and promoting academic engagement.

Leading Indigenous Educational Change Towards Cultural 
Foundations
Education in Canada’s Arctic has undergone significant change since the 
establishment of schools. We refer to this process in our research as the 
movement from programs shaped by the goal of cultural inclusion, to education 
that is culturally responsive, and most recently striving towards a culturally 
founded education system. Crucial steps in this movement occurred because of 
governance from Inuit school board members and leadership by Inuit educators 
and leaders, supported by ally educators and researchers. Precedents were set in 
bilingual education, Indigenous language teaching resource development, 
Northern-developed curriculum and programs, parent engagement, teacher 
education and other frameworks for schools. These precedents have formed the 
foundation for building communities of practice in education that centre 
Indigenous ways of knowing, being and doing. Our presentation highlights how 
Dr. Fiona Walton participated in and led groundbreaking projects in this complex 
context over many years, contributing significantly to the resources on which 
educators in Nunavut and the Northwest Territories continue to draw.
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Dr. Heather McGregor

Catherine McGregor

Dr. Jim Cummins



Uqausituqaq - ancient language: Informing language policy
Like many indigenous peoples around the world, Inuit in Nunavut are trying to 
re-establish their cultural and linguistic identity after immense cultural change in 
the last 50 years. In the revitalization and rebuilding process, Nunavut is 
undergoing growing pains. This brings with it challenges in development of Inuit 
culture and language policies when they have not been done before and having 
no models to base them on. Assimilationist policies of the past can still influence 
decisions and attitudes because of the habits and memories that acculturated 
individuals carry. What are the missing gaps to address the language and cultural 
issues in the reclamation process? The term, satuiniq in Inuktitut or Inuit 
language means ‘reclaiming’ or bring back.  Research and gathering knowledge to 
make informed decisions are necessary as new tools to improve learning in 
Nunavut. Coming to terms with the need for contemporary research, including 
identifying Inuit ways of knowing and processes that build on Inuit knowledge is 
needed in scientific research. The dilemma of a culture that is still undergoing 
immense changes can pose conflicting information and some mistrust in using 
Inuit knowledge, culture, and language in policy. This can be a deterrent for 
educational advancement. Policy changes will require well-informed research and 
planning. Using the very tools that created deep cultural and language shifts is 
part of the dismantling and rebuilding process in reclaiming identity.

Inuit  transfer of knowledge in the past, today and in the future
Drawing from my past and present experiences in working with elders and youth, 
this presentation will focus on Inuit transfer of knowledge to contrast past, 
present and future perspectives. A short film recorded in the last ten years in 
Kangirliniq (Nunavut) with a group of elders and young Inuit will be played to 
illustrate how Inuit are constantly keeping and as well as renewing their 
traditions. Today, the development of the concept of Inuit qaujimajatuqangit (IQ), 
“knowledge that has proven to be useful in the past and is still useful today,” 
convey an awareness of the knowledge that has allowed Inuit to survive in the 
past should be preserved and passed on to younger generations. Inuit hope that 
the recording and preservation of IQ will help prevent the loss of language and 
cultural knowledge. I will argue that this concept itself functions as a political 
and ideological tool contrasting Inuit knowledge and Qallunaat knowledge. At 
the same time, I refer to a knowledge tradition rooted in the past that allows a 
combination of different perspectives.

Is it time for an Inuit Nunangat University? Inuit students, educators, 
and policy-makers perspectives
Although the idea of a Canadian northern university has been floating around for 
decades, in recent years there has been renewed interest in the idea by 
government, Inuit organizations, grass-roots organizations, and academics. 
Although access to post-secondary education in Inuit Nunangat has somewhat 
improved, it is a difficult journey for most students. In this presentation, we will 
highlight the results of an ArcticNet project that I conducted with Dr. Fiona 
Walton where Inuit students, educators and policy makers engaged in a 
discussion about university education in Inuit Nunangat.
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Dr. Frédéric Laugrand

Dr. Thierry Rodon



Personal Journey in Nunavut
I will explore how the experiences Dr. Fiona Walton and I shared in anti-
oppression projects in Nunavut (the movement towards inclusive education and 
Inuit based education) shaped us as Qallunaat living in Nunavut and how that 
guided our subsequent research as teacher educators. The mentorship and 
relationships of Inuit educators, students, community members, and Qallunaat 
who worked in an ally capacity enabled us to facilitate the radical and progressive 
research projects that Fiona has led over the past 20 years at UPEI. I will also 
talk about the magnitude of Fiona’s contribution to Inuit education in the post-
Nunavut period. In particular, the mentorship role Fiona has played for so many 
educators, both Qallunaat and Inuit. 

From Truth to Reconciliation
Part 1: In Canada reconciliation truly relies on the building of relationships 
between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people - Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
students. As Justice Murray Sinclair stated in his summary address at the release 
of the final report of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Canada on 
June 2, 2015, “This is a second chance at establishing a relationship of equals.” 

Indian Residential Schools have been Canada’s ‘hidden history’ for over 130 years 
so how can we expect teachers to teach this critical history and our current 
reality without preparing our teachers first? This session begins with a focus on a 
critical overview of 160 years of IRS history, intergenerational impacts and work 
begun by the Truth and Reconciliation Commission and others. 

 Part II: The second part of this session will focus on some examples of processes, 
projects and programs being undertaken in schools across the country to engage 
students of all ages in relationship building and reconciliation. Further it will 
examine how teachers might engage their students in developing their own 
processes and projects within the local territory and the role of the NCTR in 
that work to move it forward.
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Dr. Joanne Tompkins

57 The Truth and 
Reconciliation 
Commission calls upon 
federal, provincial, 
territorial, and municipal 
governments to provide 
education to public 
servants on the history of 
Aboriginal peoples, 
including the history and 
legacy of residential 
schools, the United 
Nations Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples, Treaties and 
Aboriginal rights, 
Indigenous law, and 
Aboriginal-Crown 
relations. 

Charlene Bearhead



Conference Registration Information
Early bird rate: $100 (+taxes) register before 31 March, 2016.

Regular rate: $125 (+taxes) 

Full-time student rate: $50 (+taxes). Please show identification during registration

Payment online with Eventbrite: http://www.eventbrite.com/e/aboriginal-
education-truth-and-reconciliation-tickets-21066669977

Accommodations: A small block of rooms have been reserved at the Holiday Inn

(200 Capital Drive, Charlottetown) for $141 + taxes.
    Holiday Inn  1-902-892-1201

Please make your accommodations as soon as possible as the time of the 
conference is still considered high season and rooms fill-up quickly during the 
summer. 

Other accommodations you may consider are:

    Great George Inn  1-800-361-1118 

    Cranford Inn  1-800 719 3603

    The Hotel on Pownal  1-800-268-6261

Note of Thanks to … 
Hillary Dionne ~ Nature Photographs

Wishing Stones Studio & Gallery 
Big Tancook Island, Nova Scotia

Dr. Ron MacDonald
Faculty of Education

University of Prince Edward Island

Dr. Christian LaCroix
UPEI, Vice President Academic 
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There will be a photo tribute to Fiona during lunch. Please 
forward any photos you have of Fiona (please include the 
name and date of the photo in your email) to: 
tmiller@upei.ca  by May 1, 2016. Any graduate student who 
is interested in helping with the photo tribute, please 
contact Dr. Tess Miller (tmiller@upei.ca) as soon as possible.

http://www.eventbrite.com/e/aboriginal-education-truth-and-reconciliation-tickets-21066669977?aff=utm_source%3Deb_email%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dnew_event_email&utm_term=eventurl_text
mailto:tmiller@upei.ca
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